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Societe Generale Virtual Info Session
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Voya Guest Speaker and Site Visit

● Guest Speaker: Global 
Head of Quantitative 
Equities at Voya 
Peg DiOrio

● Date/Time: 
Wednesday, Oct 4 at 
1:00PM

● Site Visit: TBA

● Location: Harriman 137

● Has worked at: 
○ Alliance Bernstein
○ Voya Investment 

Management



Naik Brothers Guest Speaker Event



Investing in Your Future:
A Financial Career Seminar

Guest Speaker Prof. Michael Nugent



Picking a Major For Careers in Finance

Source: Business Insider



College Coursework
● Get good grades! Employers look carefully at GPA for entry-level positions

○ Sit at the front of the class

○ Ask lots of questions

○ Attend office hours

○ Manage your time wisely

● Accounting
● Principles of Finance / Corporate Finance
● Marketing
● Calculus
● Statistics
● Economics
● A Class on Excel and Computer Applications
● Introductory Computer Programming (Python is now popular in finance)



Skills for Financial Careers

“Hard” Skills:

● Accounting knowledge and fluency
● Excel, PowerPoint, Word
● Algebra and low-level calculus
● Basic Statistics and Probability
● Analytical mindset 
● Basic Economics Knowledge
● Computer Programming (Python, 

VBA, SQL, R)

“Soft” Skills:

● Networking!
● Interpersonal and Communication
● Collaboration
● Persuasion / Negotiating
● Leadership 
● Time Management
● Marketing 



Networking

● Make a LinkedIn ASAP. That is a tool to make connections.
○ Reach out to alumni from your school that work in or study a field you are interested in.
○ Ask questions and take notes.
○ Build your network!

● LinkedIn is a great tool to market yourself and your competencies. Having 
one is critical to getting a job nowadays.

● When it comes to internship and job applications, reach out to any 
connection you may have that works in the industry of your interest! It could 
be a relative, professor, family friend, alumni, etc.,

● Getting any internship / job can be made much easier if you have 
connections



Networking

● Don’t know where to start to build your 
network? LinkedIn is your best friend.

● 1. Go to the profile of your high school 
or university

● 2. Click on the “Alumni” tab
● 4. Filter alumni by Company
● 5. Connect with the alumni, message 

them, ask them to hop on a quick call 
for them to tell you about their career



Internships

● For finance, business, technology, engineering, marketing, etc., big name firms 
(Goldman Sachs, Google, Boeing, Intel, Apple, Microsoft, Morgan Stanley, etc.,) 
do all of their internship recruiting an entire year in advance.

● Submit internship applications before junior year during the summer after your 
sophomore year. 

● If applying to a big name firm, be sure to get job / internship experience from a 
smaller, local company first to build your resume.

● Join clubs and extracurriculars on campus as well as volunteering
● Gain the relevant skills for an internship to further develop your resume.
● Use career center for mock interviews and more tips.



Internships

● Have a dream internship in mind at a 
top firm?

● Go on LinkedIn and search “Incoming 
[role name] Intern at [firm name].”

● Look at the credentials they have, their 
major, the classes they’ve taken, clubs 
they’ve been involved in, technical skills, 
their resume, etc.. Use that as a 
template for the credentials you’d like to 
gain in order to set yourself up to be a 
top candidate for that internship!

Searched “Incoming Investment 
Banking Summer Analyst at J.P. 

Morgan” on Linkedin



Careers in Finance:
(Investment Bank’s “Front Office”)

● Investment Banking
○ An investment banker advises clients on financial transactions, such as mergers and 

acquisitions, and helps them raise capital by issuing stocks or bonds in financial 
markets.

● Equity Research
○ An equity researcher analyzes financial data, company performance, and market trends 

to provide investment recommendations and insights on specific stocks or industries to 
assist investors in making informed decisions.

● Sales and Trading
○ Sales and trading analysts facilitate the buying and selling of financial instruments, such as 

stocks or bonds, by providing market analysis, executing trades, and maintaining client 
relationships to optimize trading strategies.

● Asset / Wealth Management
○ A wealth management analyst at an investment bank assists high-net-worth clients in 

managing their financial portfolios, offering personalized investment strategies, and 
providing ongoing financial advice to help them achieve their financial goals.



Careers in Finance:

● Venture Capital**

● Private Equity**

● Hedge Funds**

● Management Consulting

Good majors: Finance, Business, Economics, Accounting, Math 

**These career paths are typically pursued after a few years in a front office role like Investment Banking, 
Sales and Trading, Equity Research, or Portfolio Management



Careers in Finance:
(Middle and Back Office)

● Accounting

● Risk Management, Analysis, Reporting

● Compliance

● Technology

Good majors for:

● Accounting:                                   Accounting, Finance, Economics
● Compliance:                                  Business, Accounting, Finance, Pre-Law, Economics, Political Science
● Information Technology:             Information Tech, Information Systems / Science, Computer Science,  

                                                        Systems & Network Administration, Computer / Software Engineering, Cybersecurity



Careers in Finance:

Good majors For:
● WM, AM, PM, CB:                                Finance, Business, Economics, Accounting, Math 
● Actuarial Sciences:                             Actuarial Science, Applied Math & Statistics, Pure Mathematics
● Economic Analysis / Research:        Economics, Econometrics, Applied Math, Finance

● Wealth / Asset Management

● Portfolio Management

● Commercial Banking

● Actuarial Science and Insurance

● Economist / Economic Analysis and Research



More Careers in Finance!



SBU Finance Salary Rankings



Quantitative Finance
What is Quantitative Finance?

● The combination of mathematics, statistics, computer science/programming, and financial theory 
in mathematically modeling phenomena in the financial markets.

● A financial professional who applies mathematical, statistical, and computational methods in 
finance is referred to as a “Quant,” sometimes referred to as the “Rocket Scientists of Wall Street.” 

● Skills required: Deep mathematics/statistics background, programming in 2+ languages(Python, R, 
C++, C, SQL, Java, Perl, MATLAB, to name a few), basic financial knowledge (not always required)

The Black-Scholes Partial Differential Equation (1973)



Quantitative Finance
● Careers in Q.F. can be EXTREMELY rewarding and lucrative, with first-year quant 

analysts seeing an annual salary of between $150k–$500k
● Quants typically work at investment banks, hedge funds, and wealth 

management firms
● *Typically* require Master’s and/or Ph.D degree in a Quantitative or STEM Field

○ Undergrad Majors: Pure/Applied/Computational Math, Computer Science, Econometrics, 
Financial Math/Engineering, Physics, Electrical Engineering (consider a double major)

○ Graduate Degrees: Computational/Mathematical/Quantitative Finance, Financial Engineering, 
Computer Science, Pure/Applied Mathematics, Statistics, Operations Research, Quantitative Risk 
Management, Theoretical Physics, Econometrics    
(Any of these programs are equally good for landing a quant role)



Careers in Quantitative Finance

● Quantitative Researcher / Analyst
● Quantitative / Algorithmic Securities Trading
● Quantitative Risk Management
● Quantitative Developer
● Quantitative Strategist
● Model Risk Validator 
● Quantitative Portfolio Management
● Hedge Fund Manager
● Financial Engineer
● Data Scientist
● Professor

(Non-exhaustive list)

Sample Job Titles:



Prestigious Financial Firms to Work For

INVESTMENT 
BANKS

HEDGE 
FUNDS

PRIVATE 
EQUITY

VENTURE
CAPITAL

BROKERAGE 
FIRMS

ASSET 
MANAGE- 

MENT

PROPRIETARY 
TRADING 

FIRMS



Typical College -> Internship -> FT Job Pipeline

Summer After 
Freshman Year

Gain experience as an 
intern at a smaller, local 
firm. You should also 
apply to internships for 
the following summer.

No luck with internships? 
Reach out to professors 
for RA and TA positions

Winter/Spring,
Sophomore Year

Attend Early Insight 
Programs and Internship 
Info Sessions at major 
financial services firms.

Use this time to network 
with firm employees, 
particularly SBU alumni. 
They will be most inclined 
to give you a referral or 
assist you otherwise.

Summer after 
Sophomore Year

Gain more experience as 
an intern at a (hopefully) 
larger firm and apply to 
internships for next 
summer as well.

Seek positions as a TA or 
RA, or take a summer 
course as an alternative.

Summer After
Junior Year

Ideally, this summer’s 
internship should be at 
the firm you would like to 
work for full-time.

If you do well in this 
internship, you may 
receive a full-time offer to 
return after graduation.



Jobs/Internship Search Resources (Logos hyperlinked)

https://www.efinancialcareers.com/
https://www.wayup.com/member/jobs-listing
https://joinhandshake.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/

